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Report of the online dialogue workshop with national and 

regional platforms engaging in IPBES: Communicating the 

importance of biodiversity for nature and people 

I. Introduction 

1. The workshop was held online 1 March 2022. It was organized in the context of the capacity-

building work of IPBES1 and aimed to facilitate a dialogue for sharing knowledge, best practices and 

creative tools for communicating the importance of biodiversity and nature's contributions to people.  

2. The present document provides an overview of the discussions during the meeting, attendance, 

and the results of the evaluation of the meeting. More detailed information is available in the following 

documents2 made available in section V: Annexes: 

- Annex 1: IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/1 – Agenda and organization of work. 

- Annex 2: IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/Other/1 – List of participants. 

- Annex 3: IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/Other/2 – All PowerPoint slides. 

- Annex 4: IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/Other/3 – Knowledge shared in group-discussions 

(Mentimeter). 

II. Summary of discussions 

A. Opening of the meeting 

3. IPBES Chair Ana Maria Hernandez Salgar welcomed participants to the meeting. The head of 

the IPBES technical support unit on capacity-building, Ingunn Storrø, presented the agenda and 

objectives of the meeting. 

 
1 Supporting objectives 2 and 5 of the IPBES 2030 rolling work programme. 
2 All documents can be found on the meeting webpage: https://ipbes.net/events/dialogue-workshop-national-and-

subregional-platforms.  
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B. Communicating for reach and impact about biodiversity and nature's 

contributions to people 

4. Rob Spaull, head of communications in IPBES, and Kasia Popiołek, social media specialist in 

the IPBES media team, gave a presentation on communicating for reach and impact on issues related to 

biodiversity and nature's contributions to people. In their presentation, they gave an introduction to basic 

principles for effective communication, advice for how to work with traditional and social media, shared 

examples of successful communication events organized to support uptake of IPBES products, and 

provided an overview of the resources the IPBES secretariat can offer through its work on 

communication and capacity-building. 

C. Sharing experiences – how can platforms communicate effectively on 

biodiversity across the science-policy interface 

5. Juanita Chaves Posada from the Alexander von Humboldt Institute gave a presentation on the 

what, whom and when of the communication strategy for the Colombian national ecosystem assessment. 

During her presentation, she highlighted how they had worked throughout the assessment process to 

raise public awareness of the ongoing national ecosystem assessment and its importance for Colombia 

through among other the organization of trialogues with indigenous peoples and local communities, 

regional meetings on the report, and an official launch event. She also highlighted the effectiveness of 

videos and presentations in the communication campaign, and the importance of advocacy efforts to 

promote uptake of the assessment.  

6. Nadia Sitas and Odirilwe Selomane from the Centre for Sustainability Transitions at 

Stellenbosch University presented the 'youth nature futures' project in Southern Africa. The project, 

which also has been undertaken in Brazil, aimed to engage with youth groups to explore nature futures 

and communicate these through creative communication of science. The presentation provided an 

overview of how youth groups through the project has been able to develop their own nature futures, 

and communicated these through a number of creative projects such as poems, murals and videos.  

7. Isabella Sedivy and Bettina Walch from Plan Biodivers Ltd. presented the work they have been 

doing under the project "Mission B – for more biodiversity in Switzerland". In their presentation, they 

presented a number of examples of creative and successful communication from "Mission B" and 

highlighted the opportunities social media offers researchers and others seeking to inform the public 

about the importance of biodiversity. They also provided guidance on how such communication can be 

structured to increase its effectiveness, noting the importance of building a comprehensive story relevant 

to the audience, showing how the reader can contribute to address the problem presented, and building 

partnerships with individuals and organizations that can amplify the message. 

8. All PowerPoint slides from the meeting are available in IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/Other/2. 

D. Exploring creative tools for effective communication (group 

discussion) 

9. Ingunn Storrø from the technical support unit on capacity-building introduced the group 

discussion and gave an introduction to Mentimeter, an interactive software used to facilitate the group 

discussion. The discussion was centred around four overarching topics:  

(1) Effective communication  

Participants shared a wide range of effective ways of communicating the importance of biodiversity and 

nature's contributions to people used by their platform, network or organization. Examples included 

developing infographics and videos tailored for different audiences, organizing forums and workshops 

with a wide range of stakeholders to build partnerships, building a presence on popular social media 

platforms, using local languages and working with celebrities and other influential individuals to reach 

new audiences.  
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(2) Creative tools and ways of communicating 

Creative tools and ways of communicating recommended by participants included infographics, videos, 

podcasts, workshops, songs, art, quizzes, tea talks, competitions, and cookbooks. 

(3) Reaching the general public 

Participants identified a number of ways to make aspects of nature and biodiversity relevant to the 

general public. Examples and advice included showing how biodiversity loss impacts the everyday lives, 

incomes and livelihoods of the audience; demonstrating the links between biodiversity and human 

wellbeing; highlighting the relation between nature and climate change; building capacity on how the 

public can contribute by for example developing their gardens to support pollinators; and showcasing 

positive stories the readers can emulate. 

(4) Supporting each other on communication 

A number of ideas for what the participants as an IPBES community can do to support each other were 

proposed. Examples included continuing to organize sharing sessions like the one during this dialogue 

meeting; developing joint capacity-building and communication materials that are made available as 

online resources; and developing communication networks to share and amplify each other's messages. 

10. A full summary of all written input provided to the discussion on Mentimeter is available in 

document IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/Other/3. 

E. Closing of the meeting 

1. In her concluding comments, IPBES Chair Ana Maria Hernandez Salgar thanked all participants 

for their valuable contributions during the meeting. Summarizing the discussions of the meeting, the 

Chair highlighted the key role played by national platforms and networks in communicating the 

importance of biodiversity and nature's contributions to people and encouraged further dialogue and 

cooperation between existing platforms and networks. 

III. Participants 

18. The meeting was attended by a total of 86 participants. The full list of participants is available in 

document IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/Other/1. 

IV. Evaluation 

19. Following the meeting, participants were invited to complete a short evaluation form. 38 

participants completed the form. 

20. In their evaluation, participants expressed high satisfaction with the meeting and highlighted its 

usefulness.3 All respondents indicated that they would like to see similar events organized in the future 

to facilitate further knowledge exchange and enhanced collaboration and to encourage the establishment 

and further development of national and (sub)regional platforms and networks.  

V. Annexes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 Average usefulness of 4,5 on a 5-point scale, with 5 being 'very useful'.  



             IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/2 

4 

 Annex 1: IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/1 – Agenda and organization of work. 

 
1 March 2022  

Agenda  

Online dialogue workshop  

with national and regional platforms engaging in IPBES  
Communicating the importance of biodiversity for nature and people 

1 March 2022, 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. CET  

Time (minutes)  Agenda Item  

    

10 min  1. Opening of the meeting  

- Welcoming remarks by IPBES   
2. Agenda   

- Introduction to the meeting and its objectives  

35 min  3. “Communicating for Reach & Impact about Biodiversity and Nature’s  
Contributions to People”  
- Presentation by Rob Spaull, IPBES Head of communications   

- Q&A  

30 min  
  
  
  
  
  

4. Sharing experience – how can platforms communicate effectively on 

biodiversity across the science-policy interface?  
- Sharing examples of good storytelling   

  
“Communication Strategy: what, whom and when” – Juanita Chaves Posada, 

Alexander Von Humboldt Institute  

  
“Youth Nature Futures” – Nadia Sitas and Odirilwe Selomane, Centre for 

Sustainability Transitions  

  
“Mission B – for more biodiversity in Switzerland” – Isabella Sedivy and Bettina  
Walch, Plan Biodivers Ltd  

5 min  Break   

45 min  5. Exploring creative tools for effective communication (group discussion)  

20 min  6. Summary of suggestions in plenary  

5 min  7. Closing of the dialogue workshop  

    

  

        

 
Online dialogue workshop with national and regional platforms 

of the IPBES task force on capacity-building under 

the 2030 IPBES rolling work programme 

 

  
  

              IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/1   
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 Annex 2: IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/Other/1 – List of participants. 

 
capacity-building under the 2030 

IPBES rolling work programme   

1 March 2022  

I. List of participants4  

 
Academia de Ciencias de la Republica  

Juana Venecia  

Dominicana  

 Reigna Belle Aguja  ACB  

 Cigdem Adem  Ankara Rivers Study Group  

 Clarissa Arida  ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity  

 Earl Paulo Diaz  ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity  

 Patricia Leuterio  ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity  

 Lise Goudeseune  BBPf/NFP Belgium  

Brazilian Platform on Biodiversity and  

Paula Drummond  

Ecosystem Services/BPBES  

Brazilian Platform on Biodiversity and  

Carlos Joly  

Ecosystem Services/BPBES  

 Gono Semiadi  BRIN  

 Isimemen Osemwegie  CABES | University of Bonn  

 András Báldi  Centre for Ecological Research  

 Monica Viétnica Alegre González  CONABIO  

 Sofía Treviño Heres  CONABIO  

CONABIO (Biodiversity National  

Carlos Galindo  

 
4 Based on self-reported data submitted when registering for the meeting. Participants that wish to revise or add 

submitted information may contact the IPBES technical support unit on tsu.capacitybuilding@ipbes.net.   

  

  

  

    

  

 Online dialogue workshop with    
national and regional platforms    
of the IPBES task force on    

I PBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/Other/1   

Participant   Affiliation   
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Commission)  

 Patricia Turpin  COPE  

 Yu Tian  CRAES  

 Nadia Sitas  CST  

Mostafa Madbouhi  Département di Développement Durable  

Lennart Kuemper-Schlake  Federal Agency for Nature Conservation  

Judith Fisher  
Fisher Research Pty Ltd / University of 

Western Australia  

Pauline Coulomb  
Fondation pour la recherche sur la biodiversité 

(FRB)  

ASHA Rajvanshi  Formerly with the Wildlife Institute of India  

Coline Léandre  
Fondation pour la recherche sur la biodiversité 

(FRB)  

Mariam Akhtar-Schuster  German IPBES Coordination Office  

Spencer Thomas  Grenada  

Sabina Khan  
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research 

- UFZ  

Liz Johanna Diaz  Ideam  

Mohammed Sghir TALEB  
Institut Scientifique, Mohammed V University 

in Rabat  

Axel Paulsch  Institute for Biodiversity - Network e.V.  

Rahanna Juman  Institute of Marine Affairs  

Rodrigo Moreno Villamil  Instituto Alexander von Humboldt  

Juanita Chaves Posada  
Instituto de Investigacion de Recursos 

Biologicos Alexander von Humboldt  

Jessika Carvajal  Instituto Sinchi  

Isabela Katime  INVEMAR  

Hilde Eggermont  
IPBES Belgian Focal Point/ Belgian 

Biodiversity Platform  

Ana Maria Hernandez  IPBES Bureau  

Ala Rotaru  MEPIU  

Eugenia Arguedas  MINAE  

Yro Hyacinthe TIE  
Ministère de l'Environnement et du 

Développement Durable  

Rob Hendriks  Ministry LNV  

Ditta Greguss  Ministry of Agriculture  

Ana Kobaslic  
Ministry of Economy and Sustainable 

Development, Croatia  

Jelena Uros  
Ministry of economy and sustainable 

development, Croatia  
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Nith Chhin  Ministry of Environment, Cambodia  

Somaly Chan  Ministry of Environment, Cambodia  

Isuf Fetai  
Ministry of Environment and Physical  

Planning, North Macedonia  

Yuliya Grigorova-Ivanova  Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria  

Saurabh Upadhyay  
Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate 

Change, India  

John Samad Smaranda  
Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests, 

Romania  

Dusan Ognjanovic  Ministry of Environmental Protection, Serbia  

Jelena Ducic  Ministry of Environmental Protection, Serbia  

Kevin Bhajan  
Ministry of Planning and Development, 

Trinidad and Tobago  

Merit Otsus  Ministry of the Environment, Estonia  

Vinod Mathur  National Biodiversity Authority, India  

Joeni Setijo Rahajoe  
National Research and Innovation Agency, 

Indonesia  

Olusegun Michael Ogundele  
Nigerian Science Policy Platform on  
Biodiversity Ecosystem Services- NiPBES  

Anne Martinussen  Norwegian Environment Agency  

Phuttatida Rattana  
Office of Natural Resources and  
Environmental Policy and Planning, Thailand  

Machteld Schoolenberg  
PBL Netherlands Environmental Assessment 

Agency  

Isabella Sedivy  Plan Biodivers  

Bettina Walch  Plan Biodivers  

Ruliyana Susanti  Research Center for Biology- BRIN  

Abraham (Han) de Koeijer  Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences  

Anne-Julie Rochette  
Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences -  
CEBioS  

Chou Phanith  Royal University of Phnom Penh  

Guido Saborío  SINAC  

Ferozah Conrad  
South African National Biodiversity Institute 

(SANBI)  

Ivan Koubek  State Nature Conservancy of SR, Slovakia  

Odirilwe Selomane  Stellenbosch University  

Cecilia Lindblad  Swedish Environmental Protection Agency  

Eva Spehn  Swiss Biodiversity Forum, SCNAT  

Sarah Weiskopf  
U.S. Geological Survey National Climate 

Adaptation Science Center  
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Yuko Kurauchi  UNDP  

Claire Brown  UNEP-WCMC  

Mylor Ngoy Shutcha  Université de Lubumbashi  
 

Jan Henning Sommer  WABES/CABES  

Sie Sylvestre Da  

West African Science Service Center on  
Climate Change and Adapted Land Use 

(WASCAL)  

Kristina Raab  N/A  

 

Bonn Secretariat     

Simone Schiele  Head of work programme  

Rob Spaull  Head of Communications  

Satomi Yoshino  Junior professional officer  

Kasia Popiolek  Social media specialist  

Technical Support Units    

Ingunn Storrø  
Technical support unit on capacity-building  
   

Diem Hong Thi Tran  Technical support unit on capacity-building   

Håkon da Silva Hyldmo  Technical support unit on capacity-building   

  

Secretariat       
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 Annex 3: IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/Other/2 – All PowerPoint slides. 
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 Annex 4: IPBES/TF/CBG/WSP/2022/3/Other/3 – Knowledge shared in group-discussions 

(Mentimeter). 
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