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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: 

Degree Earned Institution Date 

B.S. – Biology (magna cum laude) University of WI – Eau Claire 1987 

M.S. – Fish & Wildlife  Pennsylvania State University 1990 

Ph.D. – Zoology/Applied Statistics University of WI - Madison 2002 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 

Current 

United States Geological Survey/Ecosystem Mission Area, Reston, VA –Chief, National Climate 

Change and Wildlife Science Center. 2009-2017, 2019 – present 

 

Serve as director for National Climate Adaptation Science Center (NCASC) for the U.S. Geological 

Survey.  Responsible for developing and managing the national NCASC and standing up the 

Department of Interior Climate Adaptation Science Centers (CASC).  Develop, manage and 

implement $64 million NCASC program.   Identify priorities for national climate change and wildlife 

science and develop budget activities and work with multiple Federal, State and Local partners to 

develop the science agenda.  Work across DOI bureaus to develop and implement the DOI Climate 

Science Centers.  Lead strategic planning efforts on NCASC research priorities and determine 

national/international priorities for NCASC research that include state, federal and NGO partners.  

Build and maintain partnerships with international, federal, state and NGO partners.  Serve as advisor 

on national policies for NCASC priorities and work to integrate national research priorities into 

international initiatives.   Service as member of official U.S. delegations to the Convention of 

Biological Diversity, OECD Biodiversity and Water Working Group and as alternate head of 

delegation to the Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).  Hire, 

manage and supervise staff in leading development of the NCASC and CASCs.  Work with and brief 

senior levels of the administration and Congress to advance goals and objectives of NCASC and 

CASC.  Foster partnerships with States, NGO’s and others interested in climate change effects on 

fish, wildlife and their habitats.  Lead definition, supervision and development of information 

management system in support of data and information managed by NCASC.  Manage budget, for 

implementation of the NCASC.  Develop goals, objectives and strategic guidance for the program, 

evaluate proposals and recommend for funding research priorities, evaluate progress of the research 

program and report on national goals.   

 

Prior Positions 

United States Geological Survey/Land Resources Mission Area, Reston, VA – Acting Associate 

Director. 2017-2018. 

 



Serve as Associate Director for Climate and Land Use Mission Area (CLU) for the U.S. Geological 

Survey.  Responsible for overseeing, setting broad strategic direction for, development and 

management of the $160 million annual CLU missions. Develops and manages all aspects of CLU, 

including the National Climate Change and Wildlife Science Center (NCASC) and the Department of 

Interior Climates Science Centers, the Climate Research and Development program, the Land Change 

Science program and the Land and Remote Sensing Program (including management of the LandSat 

Satellite program).  Direct supervision of two national capabilities, NCASC and the Earth  

Resources Observation Systems (EROS) Data Center (EDC) in Sioux Falls, SD.  Direct authority to 

manage fiscal and human resources to achieve the mission and strategic objectives of the CLU 

mission area.  Work across DOI and with other federal agencies to develop and implement the CLU 

mission area.  Lead strategic planning efforts on CLU to identify research priorities and determine 

national/international priorities for CLU research that include state, federal and NGO partners.  Build 

and maintain partnerships with international, federal, state and NGO partners.   

 

United States Geological Survey/Biological Resources Discipline, Reston, VA – Program Coordinator 

Fisheries; Aquatic & Endangered Resource Program. 2005-2009. 

United States Geological Survey/National Biological Information Infrastructure, Reston, VA – 

Program Manager Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Node, Program Manager Aquatic Gap Program. 

2003-2005. 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources-Staff Fisheries Biologist, Madison, WI. 1990-2003. 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources-Natural Resource Specialist-Fisheries. Duluth, MN. 

1990. 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS (Selected) 

 Wisconsin Chapter AFS Best Paper Award-1992 

 North Central Division AFS Best Paper Award-1994  

 Honorable Mention, Best Paper in North American Journal of Fisheries Management – 2003 

 U.S. Department of State Meritorious Honor Award – 2004, 2011 

 U.S. Geological Survey Annual Performance Awards – 2004 -2021 

Zayed International Prize for Scientific/ technological achievements in environment – 

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, Zayed Prize International for the Environment, 2005. 

American Fisheries Society Distinguished Service Award – 2008.   

Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science, Short Term Fellowship - 2009 

 U.S. Geological Survey Diversity Award – Supervisor 2011 

 U.S. Department of Interior Meritorious Service Award -2017 

 American Fisheries Society Fellowship Award – 2020 

 Associate of Fish and Wildlife Agencies – Climate Adaptation Leadership Award -2021 
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W. Taylor. 2021. The Ten Steps to Responsible Inland Fisheries in Practice: 

Reflections from Diverse Regional Case Studies Around the Globe. Reviews in Fish 

Biology and Fisheries. DOI: 10.1007/s11160-021-09664-w 
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spot analysis of inland recreational fisheries in the face of climate change: : learning 

about adaptation from small successes. Reviews in Fish Biology and Fisheries. 
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Inland commercial fisheries in the United States: carp, catfish, and gaps in national 

reporting. Fisheries. 45(11):585-596. 

 

 Terando, A., D. Reidmiller, S. W. Hostetler, J. S. Littell, T. D. Beard, Jr., S. R. Weiskopf, J. 

Belnap and G. S. Plumlee.  2020.  Using Information From Global Climate Models to 
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I. Ostrovsky, L. G. Rudstam, A. L. E. Sandström, Y. Sato, Humberto Siguayro-

Mamani, A. Thorpe, P. A. M. van Zwieten, P. Volta, Y. Wang, A. Weiperth, O. L. F. 

Weyl and J. D. Young.  2020.  Effects of climate and land-use changes on fish catches 

across lakes at a global scale. Nat Commun 11, 2526 https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-

020-14624-2. 
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https://doi.org/10.1002/fsh.10419. 

 

 Embke, H.S., T.D. Beard, Jr., A.J. Lynch and M.J. Vander Zanden. 2020. Fishing for food: 

quantifying recreational fisheries harvest in Wisconsin lakes. Fisheries. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/fsh.10486 

 

 Lynch, Abigail; D. M. Bartley, T. D Beard, Jr., I.G. Cowx, S. Funge-Smith, W. W. Taylor, 
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PROGRAM MANAGEMENT & GRANTS (Selected) 

 

I have managed successfully larger programs in USGS, starting with an approximately $2 

million Fisheries Information Node, to $25 million dollar Fisheries program, to a $64 million 

National Climate Adaptation Science Center.  While Acting Associate Director, I managed 

$160 million, the largest external contract in DOI and oversaw operation of two Landsat 

Satellites. 
 

 Principle Investigator, Multistate Aquatic Resources Information System-$150,000, Granted to 

Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Iowa and Minnesota.  State partnership grant from 

National Biological Service. 

Principle Investigator, Identifying gaps and needs for improving large-scale biodiversity 

modeling through lessons learned from climate models.  $94,000.  NASA Earth 

Sciences Program.   

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE (Selected) 

American Fisheries Society 

Member of Following Committees – Membership committee, Membership Concerns 

Committee, Continuing Education Committee (Chair 1999-2000) 

Computers Users Section (now FITS), Software Librarian and President 2001-2003 

International Fisheries Section – President 2003-2005 

Program Chair – Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference 1997 

 

International  

World Council of Fisheries Societies, Chair Strategic Planning Committee, Vice President 

2008-2012, President 2013-2016 

Fifth and Sixth World Recreational Fisheries Conference Steering Committee – Member 

Global Conference on Inland Fisheries, UN-FAO – Member International Steering 



Committee 

Other  

Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information Managers – President 1998-1999. 

  

 EDITORIAL  

 North American Journal of Fisheries Management, Associate Editor, 1999-2001 

 Fisheries, Science Editor, 2002-2010 

 

MANAGEMENT AND POLICY ACTIVITIES (selected) 

Member - Global Code of Conduct for Recreational Fisheries. 2007.  U.S. representative to the 

European Inland Fisheries Advisory Commission.  Utrecht, Netherlands.   

Chair - Ecosystem Approach to Inland Fisheries Workshop. 2010, Vientiene, Laos.  

Chair -  International intergovernmental platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services science 

priorities. 2010.  Shepardstown, West Virginia, U.S.A. 

Chair -  Development of a Work Programme for the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services.  2012. SE-SYNC, Annapolis, MD.   

Member – National Fish Habitat Planning Team – 2004-2005 

Member – National Fish Habitat Board, 2018-present.   

Co-Founder, Global Infish Network 2014- present (Infish.org) 

Board Member – Fisheries Conservation Foundation 2007-2008 

Vice Chair – Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (one of 10 

International members) 2019-2022 
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