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Background: Three key sustainability terms, Ecosystem Services, Ecological Footprint, and Planetary Boundaries, in

Mainstream Media were quantified. Graphs also show the year that these terms first appeared in two public facing publications,

Living Planet Report (World Wildlife Fund — WWF) and Our Planet Magazine (United Nations Environment Programme — UNEP).

Three key sustainability terms have been increasingly used in print and online mainstream
media, with Ecosystem Services being the most commonly used term.
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Methods

All analyses were performed in R v.4.1.2 (R Core Team 2022). WWF and UNEP policy documents were downloaded in PDF form,
prepared for analysis using optical character recognition and tokenized or separated into word pairs. The terms “ecosystem service*”,
ecological footprint*” and “planetary boundar*” were queried in the policy documents and media. Media queries were conducted

using Factiva (https://www.dowjones.com/professional/factiva/) and restricted to English-language media content onlyt.
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SCAN M E Background to KM 8: Understanding how values are formed, changed and eroded helps policymakers
identify options to achieve decision outcomes that better align with sustainability objectives
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